
The month of Spring has arrived! The first of the month 
began with the beautiful soft rains of the season. We took the 
opportunity to top dress our garden to help our grass look 
lush and green. We have also planted some Spekboom 
plants in our plant containers and we are hoping they do 
well. We are so fortunate to have this green space outside, it 
has enabled our clients and patients to have a welcoming 
place to wait for their appointments.  
 
Load shedding has returned and we would like to thank all 
our clients for bearing with us when we have to deal with the 
fallout from an erratic power supply. We have, over time, 
purchased 3 generators, and an elegant inverter system to 
try and protect our computers and electronic equipment from 
the spikes and dips in electricity. As you know they don’t do 
well with yoyo power supply. On days when, despite our 
valiant efforts, all these steps fail, we appreciate your 
patience while we get our systems up and running again. 
 
On to more seasonal news, warmer weather is on its way 
again and that means ticks and fleas are waking up as we 
speak. There are a few things that you can do to make the 
warmer months pleasant for your pets. The first one is to 
start treating for ticks and fleas now, if you haven’t already. 
The second thing you can do is make sure your pet’s coat is 
well groomed, particularly if you use 'pour on’ treatments. 
This allows it to move evenly along the coat without being 
obstructed by knots or tangles. We have an excellent parlour 
on site, to book your pet in for a session to get warm weather 
ready, please call or WhatsApp Daphne on 079 626 6927.  
 
As always, thank you for your continued support and we look 
forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Dr Craig Mostert 

Message from Dr Craig Mostert Our survivor story is about Vicky the 
African Grey parrot 

Vicky the African grey parrot has been a part of our 
family for the past 20 years. He barks like a 
Rottweiler, calls the Jack Russel for a game of fetch, 
meows like a cat and sings opera 
music. Earlier this year his voice 
became hoarse. On the 4th of July 
we realized that something was 
seriously wrong when he struggled 
to breathe and sounded like he 
was having an asthma attack. In 
the middle of the lockdown we 
rushed with Vicky to the vet for 
emergency afterhours care.  
 
Dr Odendaal took care of Vicky. He 
received oxygen therapy, was 
nebulized, and had an airsac tube 
inserted under his wing to breathe through. X-rays 
and a scope showed that he had a severe fungal 
infection in his "lungs" which also covered his voice 
box, the reason for his hoarseness. 
  
It was touch and go for the next week in which he 
went back to theatre two more times for antifungal 
injections, to remove some of the fungus and 
eventually the breathing tube. Another month and a 
half followed of twice daily nebs, antifungals and 
antibiotics. Last week Vicky had his last follow up 
visit. It is awesome to have Vicky back at home 
singing again. 
 
Vicky would not have survived if it were not for the 
excellent care from Dr Odendaal and the Village Vet 
team. By far the best veterinary team in KZN.  
 
Thank you!  
Ms Frolie van Vuuren 

Pamper your pets with a visit to our parlour for 
a wash and trim ready for the hot weather 

To book an appointment phone Daphne on:  

031 655 1252 or  079 626 6927 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY:       

    Westville Veterinary Hospital after hours  031 267 8000 
Highway After hours  031  765 3221   



September is Rabies awareness month with World Rabies 
Day on 28 September. As we know, dogs play a vitally 
important role in our lives, as family members and working 
companions. While they provide physical and emotional 
support, they rely on the humans that take care of them to 
keep them healthy and safe, including vaccinating them  
against rabies.  
 
Unfortunately, in areas with limited resources and disease 
education, rabies persists and kills an estimated 59,000 
people each year, almost half of them children under 15 
years of age. Veterinarians, volunteers, and dog owners 
play a critical role in protecting and saving canine and 
human lives by eliminating rabies. In order to prevent 
transmission in rabies-endemic areas, at least 70% of the 
dogs there need to be covered through annual mass-
vaccination. 
  
From scientific research to actual vaccination programs, 
we have the tools we need for rabies to be 100% 
preventable. But we need others to join in and help keep 
dogs rabies-free, in turn protecting us from dog-mediated 
human rabies. Raising awareness of the life-saving efforts 
of local veterinarians and volunteers can encourage others 
to support and expand rabies prevention and elimination. 
MSD Animal Health has partnered with Mission Rabies 
and Rabies Free Africa as part of the Afya Project where 
they have donated over 3 million doses of vaccine. 
 
Village Vet has chosen to use MSD Nobivac vaccine when 
vaccinating pets in our clinic.   For all the Nobivac vaccines 
we administer, MSD donates free rabies vaccines through 
their Afya project. 

Please make sure your pets have been vaccinated against 
rabies. By law in KZN this has to be done on a yearly 
basis.   

September is Rabies awareness month Breed Specific  -  The Maine Coone 

 

 

This superior spot-on controls ticks and fleas, treats ear mites PLUS roundworms, all with just one treatment that lasts 
for 3 months. This means less treatments, less irritation to the cat and less chance of the pet owner coming away from 

the experience with a few scratch scars.    So, how 
do you win? 

It’s so easy to win! Buy Bravecto
®
 Plus to receive a 

scratch card and scratch the card to reveal your 
unique code. Then use your mobile device to scan 
the QR code, fill in the online form and stand a 
chance to win one of these vouchers.  

 5% Bravecto® or 10% Bravecto® discount                
 voucher (for their next purchase) 

 Takealot.com or Woolworths voucher –     
 value R100 each  

 Travel voucher (Return flight) – value R3000 
 each  

Vouchers to be won when you buy Bravecto Plus for cats! 

The Maine Coone is one of the most popular cat 
breeds, second to the Persian cat. It is certainly the 
largest domesticated breed and holds the world record 
for being the longest domestic cat at 1.2m long. 
 
The first thing that strikes 
you about the Maine 
Coone is its size. They 
are large with a powerful, 
muscular body, a broad 
chest and weigh from 4kg 
to 10kg. The head and 
body shape, as well as 
the coat, are some of 
their important features. 
  
The Maine Coone are 
gentle, good-natured and 
easy-going with an 
affectionate nature and 
become very attached to 
their owners. Your faithful 
Maine Coon will follow you around and “help” with 
anything you may be doing from gardening to sewing or 
just trying to read the paper.  They have a tendency to 
use their front paws extensively (often using the paw to 
pick up objects) and as a consequence will easily learn 
to open cabinet doors, turn on taps, flush toilets, or pick 
up small objects. Some Maine Coons will eat, or even 
drink, from their paws, rather than from the bowl itself. 
Their voices are often a surprise, as they are different to 
other cats. They have a chirruping voice which is very 
distinctive and are often very vocal when they want 
food, company or just to say hello. They do not meow 
very often but when they do it is with a very small quiet 
voice which is in sharp contrast to their size. 
 
Well-balanced and calm with the looks of a lion and the 
heart of a teddy bear, that sums up the temperament of 
the “Gentle Giant”. Maine Coons will stay close by, 
probably occupying the chair next to yours and they will 
follow you from room to room and wait outside a closed 
door for you. They fit in well in large, active families and 
mix well with children, dogs and other cats. They retain 
their playful kittenish nature throughout their lives. 
Maine Coons are creatures of habit and they train 
easily if they associate the activity with something they 
want (they train humans easily too!).  



Helpful advice when purchasing a new puppy 

Special on Broadline and Nexgard while stock last 

One of the saddest things in private practice is 
witnessing the joy and delight of a new puppy turn to 
sorrow when, a few days after its purchase; it succumbs 
to a horrible disease like parvo virus or distemper. What 
makes it especially sad is that these diseases are 
preventable with correct vaccination. 
 
A growing trend appears to be for breeders to vaccinate 
their puppies before selling them – presumably to save 
on veterinary fees. This “saving” may be very short-
sighted. Breeders are not adequately trained in the 
proper handling and administration of vaccines, nor are 
they trained to diagnose disease in its early stages. 
Vaccinating a puppy that is not completely healthy 
renders the vaccine ineffective and may actually 

exacerbate illness. There is also the dilemma that the veterinarian faces with the rest of the vaccination programme for 
the puppy viz. to ignore the first vaccine done by the breeder and start again, or to trust and hope that the first vaccine 
was done properly. Over vaccinating can also be harmful. 
 
Furthermore any person performing a veterinary act for financial gain (e.g. vaccinating puppies and charging for it) and 
who is not registered with the South African Veterinary Council is in contravention of the Veterinary and Para-
veterinary Act No 19 of 1982 and as such is liable for prosecution. 
 
A puppy that has been vaccinated by a veterinarian will have a legitimate vaccine book or 
certificate showing proof of vaccination. This book or certificate will be a printed 
document with the veterinary practice details on the front cover and the veterinarian’s 
signature and practice stamp in the appropriate place inside. It will NOT be a photocopied 
or type written document on cheap paper or card. 
 
Puppies from pet stores are especially prone to developing disease a few days after 
being purchased. These puppies have often been sourced from all over the country and 
transported under great stress to the pet store. Here they are grouped together increasing 
their exposure to infectious diseases. Legitimate pet stores will offer to cover the costs of 
any illness which may develop within the first two weeks of purchase. 
 
In summary the following points may be helpful when purchasing a new puppy: 

1.  If the first vaccinations have already been done, ensure that they were done by a veterinarian. Make sure there 
 is a legitimate vaccine book with the veterinary practice details on it. Do not fall for any excuses like the 
 vaccine books are still coming. The books are issued immediately with the first vaccine. 

2.  If you are paying for a pedigreed puppy make sure you receive the papers with the puppy. Do not fall for any 
 excuses like the papers are still coming. Also ask to see the pedigree papers of the parents and check that the 
 breeder is registered with KUSA. 

3.  Legitimate breeders work closely with their veterinarian – ask for the 
veterinarian’s details in case your puppy  has problems and your veterinarian 
needs to contact the breeder’s vet. 

BUY ANY SINGLE PACK OF BROADLINE FOR CATS OR NEXGARD 

AND RECEIVE 1 COOLER BAG FOR FREE!.   
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