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Message from Dr Craig Mostert 

Pets die when left in hot cars 

Happy New Year from the  Village Team! 

We hope your festive season was a safe and happy 

one and that your year is off to a good start. 

Welcome to our first newsletter of 2020!  

December and January are really busy at Village, 
it’s a time of year that we really count on our 
amazing team to be “all hands on deck”. We are 
always delighted that, despite all the hustle and 
bustle of Christmas and holiday festivities, so many 
people include time to ensure their pets are healthy 
and well as they prepare for the next year. 

We welcomed new patients, wiggly puppies and 
wide-eyed kittens and many other little creatures 
too! We treated patients that we have known for 
years. Pets we’ve cared for from young and bright 
eyed to now, years later, with muzzles and whiskers 
turned grey. We’ve also welcomed many new 
clients, some new to the area, some just new to 
Village. Thank you to all our clients for choosing us.  

Our team looks forward to working with you to keep 
our mutual interest, your pets, as healthy and happy 
for as long as possible.  

May 2020 be a good year for us all, we look forward 
to seeing you soon! 

Warm regards 

Dr Craig Mostert 

On a 25°C day, the inside of a car will heat up to 50°C in minutes even 

with the windows open. 

When parked in the shade on a warm day, animals can succumb to 

heatstroke or death if left in the car unattended.  Sadly, it happens 

every year. 

Dogs are paricularly at risk as they cool themselves by panting.  If the 

air around them is too hot, particularly if they do not have access to 

water, dogs are physically unable to regulate their body temperature.  In 

the time it takes to pick up a few things for dinner at the supermarket 

and get through the check-out, a dog left in a hot car could have 

already died an agonising death. 

PLEASE PROTECT YOUR PETS THIS SUMMER, DO NOT LEAVE THEM IN THE CAR, EVEN FOR A MINUTE! 

Thank you so much to the many clients that brought gifts for 

the staff over the  

Christmas period.   

 

We all thoroughly enjoyed 

the delicious sweets, biscuits, 

cakes, chocolates, mince pies, etc., which we 

consumed over the festive season. 

 

Thank you for supporting us during 2019. We are truly 

blessed to have such awesome clients. 



Survivor Isis  -  vets saved my leg! 

My name is Isis and I live with my Mom, Sabrina, who got me from a special place called Husky Rescue.  I am a 
gorgeous blonde, with one and a half blue eyes and I am Husky x Collie, which leads me to have some very special 
skills. 

Sometimes if my Mom isn’t around I get bored and my super intelligent collie side plans my 
escape, whilst my Husky side completes the task. I have bent the gate; fitted through Bonnox 
fencing and dug many many holes. 

However in August I had a mishap – somehow I sliced my leg open quite severely (Mom isn’t 
sure if I did it whilst I was squeezing under the fence through a hole that I had dug or because I 
got caught in an illegal snare) and I declined to tell her. 

Mom found me lying outside the gate and I was feeling quite weak with blood 
loss. My leg had been cut almost its entire length, about 20cm, and all you 
could see were my tendons down the leg and my foot bones exposed. My leg 
had been degloved and there was no skin left on it.  One toe was flapping 
because of the cut. Mom rushed me to Village Vet where all four Vets were 

fascinated at my leg as it was a perfect anatomy lesson, however I am grateful that they decided 
not to amputate (it was that bad!) 

The nurses set to work cleaning the wound and Dr Tony Zugravii took me into surgery where he 
managed to stich up the top 5cm whilst the rest didn’t have enough skin left to close up. Thus my 
many visits to Village Vet began.  For the first four weeks I had to have the dressing and bandage 
changed every two days and they used some amazing stuff called Honey (which apparently Bees 
make) to treat the wound.  The Doctors even used a special technique using small weights to 
stretch healthy skin over the wound. My only complaint is that they made me wear a horrible cone so I couldn’t take 
off the dressing - I love to lick. Now 3 months later I still have a small sore but I hardly even limp anymore. 

This is the second time the wonderful people at Village Vet have saved my life. A few years ago I didn’t eat breakfast 
(which is highly unusual for me) and my Mom took me in to see Dr Tina Kaldenberg. Dr Tina felt my stomach and said 
I needed immediate surgery because something had ruptured and was bleeding into my abdominal area. She 
removed a 15cm tumour that had ruptured, it was attached to a piece of my intestine which she also removed. I slept 
at Village Vet for 5 days and I haven’t looked back.  

I am a survivor twice over thanks to my awesome friends at Village Vet. 

Written by Sabrina Bundock 

Isis leg  
4 months 
later 

African dog breeds  -  The Chinese Crested 

Wait – why is a dog with “Chinese” in the title included in a list of African dog breeds? 
 
Believe it or not, the Chinese Crested Dog is actually from the continent of Africa. It is 
believed to have originated in Africa and was called the African Hairless Terrier according to 
historical documents. The original African versions were thought to be of a larger stature in 
ancient times, and after generations of breeding in China, they were reduced in size. 
 
Like most hairless dog breeds, the Chinese Crested comes in two varieties: with fur 
(Powderpuff) and without fur (Hairless). 
Weighing a mere 3.5 to 5.5 kgs and standing only about 30.5 cm tall, 
the Chinese Crested is considered a toy dog and is consistently in the 
top 100 most popular dog breeds, according to the American Kennel 
Club. 
 

The Chinese Crested dog breed was created to be an invalid’s companion. In that setting, you 
won’t find a better dog. They can almost read your mind and will lie in bed for hours without 
moving a muscle. They have almost no desire to go out and run around like regular dogs, 
although they are athletic enough to jump surprisingly tall fences and compete in agility. 
Chinese Cresteds are not gregarious, but they are intensely social and bond quickly within 
their family. They don’t accept strangers easily. Once it falls in love with you, you’ll have a little stalker on your hands 
— he’ll be eternally, thoroughly devoted.    
 
They are loved for their sweet, lively and affectionate personality and distinct appearance. 

Allowing your pet to gain too much weight—As estimated 53% of pets are overweight.  Letting your pet get too 
heavy will not only reduce their life span but also their quality of life.  Our pets do not process or break down food like 
we do.  For example: when a dog eats 30g of cheddar cheese it is equivalent in calories to a human eating 1.5 
hamburgers or 3 chocolate bars.  Some dogs are simply being fed too much dog food or treats. 

Skipping annual check ups and vaccinations:  While it may be a pain to bring your pet into the veterinarian on an 
annual basis, doing so may save its life.  Simply getting your pet seen once or twice a year by a veterinarian can help 
improve life span. Vaccination remains the single most effective method of protecting your pets against infectious 
disease and should be administered on a yearly basis,  Puppies should be vaccinated at 6, 10 and 12 weeks. 

2 ways you are shortening your pet’s life 

https://dogtime.com/dog-breeds


Snake bites and pets 

Snake season is here again. If your dog happens to be bitten by a venomous 
snake there is an 80% chance of it surviving if treated quickly.  The degree of 
damage inflicted by a venomous snake is determined by the age and species 
of snake, the intensity and depth of the fang penetration, the amount of venom 
injected, the location of the bite and the size of the dog. 

In South Africa some common venomous snakes are the black mamba, puff 
adder and boomslang. 

Black Mamba 

The black mamba is not actually black.  It takes its name from the interior of its 
mouth which is inky-black in colour.  It has a “coffin-
shaped” head and skin colour can vary between olive-
brown to grey.  They weigh about 1.6kgs and range from 
2 to 3 metres in length.  Their venom is highly toxic and 
composed of neurotoxins which affect the nervous 
system.  The anti venom is effective. 

Puff Adder 

Their colour patterns vary geographically.  The head has two well-marked dark 
bands, one on the crown and the other between the 
eyes.  Large specimens 190cm in length and weighing 
6kgs have been reported.  This species is responsible 
for more snakebite fatalities than any other African 
snake.  The venom of the puff adder is cytotoxic which 
affects cell structure and the anti venom is only 
partially effective. 

Boomslang 

Their colouration is variable.  Males are light green but adult females may be 
brown.  Its total length is about 160cm but can exceed 
183cm (6 feet).   The eyes are exceptionally large and 
the head is egg shaped.  Their weight varies from 175 
to 510g.  The venom of the boomslang is highly potent, 
delivered through large fangs located at the back of the 
jaw.  The venom is hemotoxic which disables the blood 
clotting process.  The anti venom is only available from 

Ondersterpoort in Pretoria. 

Rhombic Night Adder 

Rhombic Night Adders are a very common species throughout most of 
KwaZulu-Natal (as well as other parts of the country). 
They are venomous, but their bite is not lethal, it will 
cause some pain and swelling. However, they are not 
aggressive snakes unless provoked. One of the key 
identification features of a Night Adder, and one easy 
way to identify them, is the dark brown 'V' marking on 
top of it's head and pentagon-shaped patterns going all 

along their body. 

What should you do in the event a snake bites your dog?  

First of all do not take out your pocketknife and cut Xs over the fang marks!  
Do not attempt to suck venom through these X marks.  Do not attempt to grab 
the snake as you may be bitten yourself.  Instead you should: 

 Try and identify the snake by taking note of its size and colour patterns. 

 Look the dog over carefully for fang marks, noting that there may be 
more than one bite wound. 

 Keep your pet as quiet as possible and seek immediate veterinary 
attention.   

 Phone ahead and alert your Vet. 

Symptoms to look out for: Unsteadiness, trembling, vomiting, drooling or 
frothing at the mouth, swelling/redness and paralysis.  

Contact numbers for Snake Catchers in Durban: 

Durban North and surrounds: Jason Arnold 0827456375, Nick Evans 
0728095806: Upper Highway and surrounds:  Byron Zimmerman 0828946783, 
Tristan Dickerson 0824902713 

What you would learn if a dog was 

your teacher 

When loved ones come home, 
always run to greet them. 

Never pass up the opportunity to 
go for a joy ride. 

Take naps. 

Stretch before rising. 

Run, romp and play daily. 

Thrive on attention and let people 
touch you. 

Avoid biting when a simple growl 
will do. 

On warm days, stop to lie on your 
back in the grass. 

On hot days, drink lots of water 
and lie under a shady tree. 

When you are happy, dance 
around and wag your entire body. 

Delight in the simple joy of a long 
walk. 

Be loyal. 

Never pretend to be something you 
are not. 

If what you want lies buried, dig 
until you find it. 

When someone is having a bad 
day, be silent, sit close by and 
nuzzle them gently. 
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