
Hi my name is Shane and last year we 
adopted a little Africanis named Loki 
(fitting name as Loki is the Norse god of 
mischief) from the SPCA, such a cute 
little dog but very naughty. 

It was on the Friday that he walked into 
the kitchen twitching and convulsing so 
we rushed him down to Village Vet 
immediately without looking as to what 
may have caused the poisoning. When 
we got there it was super late and they 
were about to close but they took Loki in 
and diagnosed his symptoms. 

They informed us that he had indeed been poisoned but were 
unsure as to how and asked us a few questions as to what plants 
and chemicals we had in the garden one of them being Snailbait. 

We couldn't really recall having had Snailbait so we brushed it off 
and thought it may have been one of the many plants around the 
garden. Having diagnosed it was poisoning, the vets first priority 
was getting Loki's temperature down to avoid brain damage, 
which they did, as well as administering various medications. 

Unfortunately as it was extremely late in the evening, close to 
7pm, they phoned Westville emergency clinic to take over Loki’s 

case as Village Vet does not 
have 24 hour staff. However the 
ground work that they did was 
what saved my little chap from 
being blind as well as brain 
dead, getting his temperature 
down was key. 

After taking Loki to the clinic in 
Westville I took a walk around 
our premises and to my horror I 
found a bag of half eaten 

Snailbait spewed across the lawn. The big problem with Snailbait 
is that one of it's main components is molasses which is used to 
attract the snails, however the dog also finds it sweet and can’t 
taste the poison. 

Thanks to the combined efforts of Village Vet and the clinic in 
Westville, I can happily say that Loki has made a full recovery 
and is extremely lucky to have been looked after by such 
amazing vets. I know that in most cases snail bait poisoning is 
often fatal so please people make sure to keep it as far away 
from your pets as possible because not only does it taste like 
sugar but it also has a very sweet smell to the animal as well. 

A big thank you again to Village Vet who saved his life, and like I 
said, I can safely say that he has made a full recovery and is 
even more naughty than before. 

The Jeffree family 

Letter from Dr Mostert 

Survivor  -  Loki survives poisoning 

Happy  

Spring 

Welcome to the September edition of our 
newsletter! Winter is flu season and so many 
people have been sick. 

The thing about people (especially true when nasty 
viruses are doing the rounds) is we tell each other 
how we feel. We talk about our sniffles and our 
nasty coughs. 

Adverts abound featuring people with red noses 
and weepy eyes. If we’re sick you can bet we’ve 
told someone. 

Animals? They are the opposite. Dogs in particular 
mask pain, discomfort and illness because 
genetically they are pack animals. The weakest is 
at risk, and to display discomfort goes against all 
their instincts. This means that by the time your dog 
is actually no longer able to hide their symptoms 
they may well have been battling for some time. 
One of the signs of pain is drooling. Drooling  
is  frequently a sign of an underlying problem so if 
you notice your pet is not themselves, or drooling, 
they may be sick or in pain. The reason for 
mentioning all this is to ask that if you notice your 
pet looking under the weather that you don’t delay 
in seeking advice and treatment. Because they 
mask pain they really rely on us being in tune with 
them to know when they need help. Treating them 
sooner rather than later leads to a better prognosis 
and is more budget friendly. If you aren’t sure, give 
us a call and let us make sure there isn’t something 
nasty brewing. 

The drooling article was featured on our Facebook 
Page, you can find the article there and other 
articles and stories about pets, and all of us here at 
Village. 

Till next time, 

Take care, 

Dr Craig Mostert 

 



The aim of World Rabies Day is to raise awareness 
about the impact of human and animal rabies, how 
easy it is to prevent it, and how to eliminate the main 
global sources. 

Rabies is a zoonotic disease (a disease which people 
can get from animals). It is caused by a virus which 
affects the brain and causes death. The virus is 
carried in saliva and is spread by the bite of an 
infected animal. In South Africa people are usually 
infected by dogs, but other animals such as cats, 
mongooses, jackals and other wild animals can also 
infect people. 

It is very important to have your pets vaccinated 
against rabies and to seek medical help immediately if 
you are bitten by an animal or have been in contact 
with their saliva. 

According to the World Health Organisation an 
estimated 55,000 human deaths occur worldwide per 
year due to canine rabies, accounting for 1 death and 
300 exposures every 15 minutes. Almost all human 
fatalities occur in developing countries with 56 percent 
occurring in Asia and 44 percent in Africa. 

Give your pet the comfiest, cuddliest nap time 
experience yet with a FREE Cuddle Pillow for 

dogs and cats! 
 

Buy 2 bags of selected Hill’s pet food as follows  
 

Large Cuddle Pillow 
2 bags of Canine Science Plan or Prescription diet    

between 10kg & 12kg 
Mini Cuddle Pillow 

2 bags of Canine Science Plan Mini bags  
between 2kg & 3kg  

OR 
2 bags of Canine Prescription Diet small bags 

between 1.5kg & 4kg 
Cat Cuddle Pillow 

2 bags of Feline Science Plan or Prescription Diet  
between 3kg & 6kg. 

 
 Pillows available only whilst stocks last 

Hill’s cushion promo 

Make the most of your bird’s visit to the vet 

Always bring your bird to the practice in a cage or travel 
box and not on your shoulder. There 
are usually other animals in the 
waiting room and barking dogs may 
give the bird a fright and cause it to 
flap and fall or worse, fly away.  
 
Bring your own clean towel for 
handling your bird. This should 
preferably be a towel that the bird is 
used to being wrapped and cuddled 
in at home, to reduce stress.  
 
Do not clean the cage, as the vet will most likely need to 
collect a stool sample as part of the examination.  
 
Bring a list of what your bird eats on a regular basis. Diet 
plays a large role in avian medicine and this may give the 
vet valuable information.  
 
Birds, unlike humans and other animals, are experts at 
hiding symptoms of illness. Being “prey-species” they tend 
to pretend to be fine, until it is almost too late in the course 
of the disease to treat them successfully.  
 
Any change in your bird’s behaviour could signify illness. A 
bird that fluffs up its feathers and is quieter than normal 
may be very ill. Most diseases from gastro-enteritis, 
respiratory infection and liver disease will present in the 
same way. For this reason the vet will most likely have to 
keep the bird in hospital for observation and monitoring 
and to do some tests 

AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY NUMBERS: 

Westville Veterinary Hospital   - 031 267 8000 

       Highway After hours - 031 765  3221       



Dogs and drooling 

Is your dog drooling? You may 
need to investigate. Most 
causes of drooling are painful. 
Dogs mask pain which is why it 
is up to owners to find out what 
is causing the drooling. 

If your dog is normally a bit 
slobbery (like St. Bernards) then 
there is probably nothing to 
worry about, but if your dog has 

recently started drooling it needs investigation. 

Foreign Objects 
A dog will drool profusely if a foreign object (e.g. bone 
fragment, a piece of string, fish hook, etc.) is stuck in the 
gums or the tongue, or caught between the teeth. If you 
are unable to remove it, seek veterinary help immediately. 

An Abscessed Tooth 

Tooth abscesses are VERY painful and a dog with an 
abscessed tooth will also show other signs such as fever, 
reluctance to eat, and depression. 

You may find pus oozing around the abscessed tooth if 
you examine the dog’s teeth. If the tooth is the upper fourth 
premolar, you will also see swelling of the face below the 
eye. If you suspect your dog’s drooling is caused by an 
abscessed tooth, take him to the vet immediately. 

Periodontitis 
Periodontitis is an inflammation of the deeper structures 
supporting the teeth. It develops as a continuation of 
gingivitis. This disease is VERY PAINFUL causing the dog 
to drool. 

The dog will also have bad breath, swollen and bleeding 
gums. Because of the pain, he may refuse to eat and drop 
food from his mouth. Periodontitis needs immediate 
veterinary care. 

Mouth Tumours 

Tumours that occur in a dog’s mouth (e.g. melanoma) can 
also cause a dog to drool excessively. Other signs of 
mouth tumours include bad breath, bleeding from the 
mouth, and difficulty eating. 

As you can see, problems in the mouth usually cause a 
dog to drool excessively. If you cannot determine the exact 
cause, consult a veterinarian as mouth diseases are 
painful and can be serious. 

Heat Stroke 

If your dog has been out in the sun for a long time, and he 
starts panting and drooling, he may be suffering from 
heatstroke which is potentially life-threatening. Other 
symptoms of heatstroke include thick saliva, vomiting, and 
a bright red tongue. 

Heatstroke is an emergency and requires immediate 
treatment. 

Pain 
Dogs drool when they are in pain. 

Unfortunately, many different health problems can cause 
pain, such as digestive problems (e.g. colitis, gastritis, IBD, 
etc.), bloating, poisoning (e.g. antifreeze, food poisoning, 
insecticides, etc.), traumas and injuries. 

Other problems that cause pain include infections such as 
ear infections, eye problems (such as glaucoma), anal 
gland impactions, and more. 

SOURCE: DogzHealth.com 

The 5 rarest cat breeds in South Africa 

Lykoi 

The world was agog when a cat 
with an uncanny resemblance to 
a werewolf was first discovered, 
and the Lykoi (the name is a 
Greek word for wolves) became 
a sensation.  These almost 
hairless cats are a natural 
mutation from ordinary house 
cats.  
 

Selkirk Rex 

Their unique selling point is the 
teddy bear-like appearance they 
get from their luxuriously soft 
curly coats, large expressive 
eyes and short, stocky body. 
They also have magnificient curly 
whiskers. 

  

Singapura 

Originally from Singapore, the 
Singapura is the world’s smallest 
pedigreed cat. It is very beautiful 
with big, beautiful eyes and a 
bright and playful nature. 
 
 

Japanese Bobtail 

An ancient breed known in Japan 
for over a thousand years. It has 
a rabbit-like tail resembling a 
pom-pom. The elegant and 
athletic cat is perhaps the rarest 
cat breed still with breeding 
potential in South Africa today. 
 

LaPerm 

Its main drawcard is its 
personality.  This breed is 
mischievous, loving and loyal 
and provides endless 
entertainment. Surprisingly 
the curly coat never mats and 
never needs grooming. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FDogzHealth.com%2F&h=AT3YJJI-5nN8bZg8piQjtnXSJppe7Rr1ORiISiRDU2AECUX-1SFn8qkTb4eULaBhcKKxuQJFDR5LBIw9K5otw05tyUuPtMd08eWKkaSmOrpYMmBEqhMsSGkR8jrVRm_C0_C8lsT45fbwzI45nprKmvzZjqtPH6fkhfz7I5MQmlETEQ22LiU_YDrL9G8u2dvZdDX
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